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INTRODUCTION TO RENAISSANCE WARFARE

History of Warfare: The Renaissance at War
By Thomas Arnold, Cassell [2001]

Probably the best single volume introduction to Renaissance warfare in the
sixteenth century. In addition to the text, there are pictures, maps, and battle graphics.
The book can also be found in many discount bookstores.

Cambridge Illustrated Atlas of Warfare: Renaissance to Revolution 1487-1797
By Jeremy Black, Cambridge University Press, [1996]

A history of the art of war in the sixteenth century,
by Sir Charles Oman, London, Metheun [1937]

Sir Charles’ book is still one of the best surveys of warfare in the sixteenth
century. The strength of his book is his use of primary sources.

The Art of Renaissance Warfare: From the Fall of Constantinople to the Thirty
Years War
By Stephen Turnbull, Greenhill Books, London [2006]

This is a series of narrative accounts of wars during the hundred years of warfare
covered by the book. Since it is a narrative account, he doesn’t focus as much on the
‘why’ of warfare so much as on what happened. Unlike Oman, Turnbull bases his studies
strictly on secondary sources. It is a very good introduction to the period.

PERIOD STUDIES

The Art of War in Italy 1494-1529
By F.L. Taylor, Partizan Press, Essex, [1993]

Taylor focuses only on the Italian Wars. This period represents, for him, a
watershed in the history of warfare. He discuss such topics as infantry, cavalry, artillery,
campaigns, and battles. His analysis of the battle of Ravenna is superb. However it is the
only battle he describes in depth.

Artists and Warfare in the Renaissance
By J.R. Hale, Yale University Press, New Haven & London [1990]

The is a first rate collection of military art of the first half of the sixteenth century.

Weapons & Warfare in Renaissance Europe
By Bert S. Hall, The John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore and London, [1997]



If you want to get into the nuts and bolts of technology during the period of
Renaissance Europe this is the book for you. He also discusses how technology effected
combat during this period. A first rate study.

The History of Italy by Francesco Guicciardini  
Translated & Edited by Sidney Alexander, Collier Books, New York [1969]

This is an excellent political account of the early Italian Wars. Unfortunately, he
has edited out much of the military stuff we all want.

Mercenaries and their Masters: Warfare in Renaissance Italy
By Michael Mallet, Bodley Head, London [1974]

War, Culture & Society in Renaissance Venice
Ed. D. S. Chambers, C. H. Clough, and M. E. Mallett, Hambledon Press, London [1993]

Military Memoirs: Blaise de Monluc The Habsburg-Valois Wars, and the French
Wars of Religion
Ed Ian Roy, Longermans, London [1971]

An excellent military memoir by one who fought during the Italian Wars. One
gets to see the smaller military activities that get overlooked by historians concentrating
on the “big battles.”

The French Descent into Renaissance Italy
D. Abulafia (ed), Adlershot [1995]

This is a collection of academic papers concerning the French invasion of Italy.
They tend to be political rather than military.

The Grand Captain: Gonzalo de Cordoba
Gerald De Gaury, London [1955]

This is an account of the life of the great Spanish general who led Spain’s
invasion of the Kingdom of Naples. This made Spain a major power in Italy.

History of War: Within the Framework of Political History, Volume IV the Modern
Era
Hans Delbruck, London [1985]

While not specifically dealing with the Italian Wars, he does cover the military
development of this period.

BATTLES AND CAMPAIGNS

Granada 1492
David Nicolle, Osprey Campaign Series 53

While not about the Italian Wars, I’ve included this book for its account of the
rise of Spain under Ferdinand, king of Aragon. Ferdinand would go on to play a major
role in the Italian Wars.



Fornovo 1495
David Nicolle, Osprey Campaign Series 43

A descent account of the battle. It has been criticized a distorted account.

A much better account (however without the nice pictures and battle graphics) is
Antonio Santosuosso, "Anatomy of Defeat in Renaissance Italy: The Battle of Fornovo,"
The International History Review, XVI, 2, May 1994, pp. 221-440.

Pavia 1525
Angus Kostam, Osprey Campaign Series 44

This is an excellent account of a very complicated battle. It is arguably the most
important battle of the Italian Wars. It left the Holy Roman Empire as the most dominant
for in Italy. The consequences of this battle led directly to the scandalous sack of Rome.

The Sack of Rome
By Judith Hook, Macmillan London Limited, London [1972]

The is an excellent campaign account of the greatest scandal of the Italian Wars.
It the only campaign study for this period that I am aware of.

The German Peasants War
By Tom Scott and Bob Scribner, Humanities Press, New Jersey [1991]

Henry VIII and the Invasion of France
By Charles Cruikshank, St. Martin’s Press, New York [1990]

WARRIORS

Landsknecht Soldier (Warrior 49)
By John Richards, Osprey Publishing [2002]

This is by far the best study of these famous warrior. If you can only buy one
Osprey book on the Landsknechts, let it be this one.

Landsknechts (Men-at-Arms 58)
By Douglas Miller, Osprey Publishing

The Swiss at War 1300-1500 (Men-at-Arms 94)
By Douglas Miller, Osprey Publishing

WARGAMING

The Great Italian Wars 1494-1544, A Wargamer’s Guide
By Ray Lucas, On Military Matters, Hopewell NJ


